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What was the Main Cause of the American Civil War?

The American Civil War started in 1861 and ended in 1865.  Eleven southern states succeeded from the United States and declared themselves the Confederate States of America.  They were led by Jefferson Davis and fought against the U.S. federal government.  The north (the Union) was supported by all the free states and the five border slave states in the north.  Most people think slavery was the only cause of the American Civil War, but this is not the case.

Another main quarrel was about taxes paid on goods brought into this country from foreign countries. This tax was called a tariff. Southerners felt these tariffs were unfair and aimed toward them because they imported a wider variety of goods than most Northern people. Taxes were also placed on many Southern goods that were shipped to foreign countries, an expense that was not always applied to Northern goods of equal value.  Southern banks also often found themselves paying higher interest rates on loans made with banks in the North. The situation only grew worse.  Southern financiers found themselves burdened with high payments just to save Northern banks that had suffered financial losses through poor investment.


The political power in the Federal government started changing in the years before the Civil War. Northern and mid-western states were becoming increasingly powerful as the populations increased. Southern states lost political power because the population did not increase as rapidly. As one portion of the nation grew larger than another, people began to talk of the nation as sections. This was called sectionalism. Just as the original thirteen colonies fought for their independence almost 100 years earlier, the Southern states felt a growing need for freedom from the central Federal authority in Washington. Southerners believed that state laws carried more weight than Federal laws, and they should abide by the state regulations first. This issue was called State's Rights and became a highly discussed topic in congress.  

In the presidential election of 1860, the Republican Party, which was led by Abraham Lincoln, had campaigned against the expansion of slavery beyond the states in which it already existed. The Republicans won the election, which resulted in seven Southern states declaring their secession from the Union.  This was even before Lincoln took office on March 4, 1861. Both the outgoing and incoming U.S. administrations rejected secession, regarding it as rebellion.



Slavery was the most important issue, and it is the one that pushed the south over the edge.  The buildup of the things before, however, played a huge part as well.  High tarrifs and the declining power of the south scared them and they knew something had to be done.  Once the republican party stopped expansion of slavery, they went into action.  It’s hard to imagine how the country would have been without the Civil War, or without slavery for that matter.  Keeping this in mind, was slavery as awful as the north made it out to be?  Wasn’t it necessary to keep our country functioning at the time?
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