Lituya Bay, Alaska, July 9, 1958

A magnitude 7 earthquake on the Fairweather Fault (Southeast Alaska's equivalent of the San Andreas) triggered a landslide that dropped into a glacial bay (fiord). The resulting wave washed away the forest on the opposing side to a height of 1720 feet, the highest known wave ever documented.
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Note from the sketch map that this is extremely rugged terrain. Elevations rise from sea level to over 2000 feet in half a mile, a slope of nearly 45 degrees in places.

