
DO ~ 
Note how the material is organized 

 
Look for key words and facts 

 
Recognize main and subordinate 

details in paragraphs 
 

Read the entire question before 
answering it 

 
Read the entire test for information you 

may have missed 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Don’t~ 

•Try to read faster 
than you are thinking. 

 
  •Backtrack or re-read  
  other questions before you  
       have finished the question you are  
       answering. 
 
     •Get too involved with a reading selection on a  
    standardized test (GRE, PRAXIS, etc.) [Answer only  
    using the material presented.] 
   
  •Be passive when you read. Underline, circle, and annotate. 
 
 
 
 
 
{Adapted from: “The Do’s and Don’ts of Standardized Tests,” by Kathleen Thayer, Director of the Purdue 
Univ. Academic Success Center}  


